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up a hill, prevented from looking over
into a hidden valley by the slope of the ground.
On the hill-top, he said, might be supposed to
stand people in whose good faith and accuracy
of vision he had complete confidence. If they
described to him what they saw in the valley
beyond, he would not dream of mistrusting them.
But the analogy breaks down at every point,
because the essence of it is that every one who
reached the hill-top would inevitably see the same
scene. Yet in the case of religion, the hill-top is
crowded by people, whose good faith is equally
incontestable, but whose descriptions of what lies
beyond are at hopeless variance. Moreover all
alike confess that the impressions they derive are
outside the possibility of scientific or intellectual
tests, and that it is all a matter of inference de-
pending upon a subjective consent in the mind of
the discerner to accept what is incapable of proof.
The strength of the scientific position is that the
scientific observer is in the presence of phenomena
confirmed by innumerable investigations, and that,
up to a certain point, the operation of a law has
been ascertained, which no reasonable man has
any excuse for doubting. Whenever that law
conflicts with religious assumptions, which in any
case cannot be proved to be more than subjective
assumptions, the unverifiable theory must go down
before the verifiable. Religion may assume, for
instance, that life is an educative process ; but